RED STRIPE®
RED STRIPE SIGNS EXCLUSIVE AGREEMENT WITH WORTHY PARK ESTATE LTD. TO DISTRIBUTE “RUM-BAR” RUM 

Kingston, Jamaica. – May 17, 2007: Red Stripe today announced the signing of a distribution agreement with Worthy Park Estate Limited under which Red Stripe has been appointed the exclusive distributor in Jamaica of Worthy Park Estate’s Premium White Over Proof “Rum-Bar” Rum packaged in 200ml, 750ml & 1.75 liter bottles.  

The new distribution arrangements became effective on 1st May 2007 and Red Stripe, in the capacity of exclusive distributor will be charged with promoting the sale of the over proof “Rum-Bar” rum for the domestic and duty-free market in Jamaica, while Worthy Park Estate Ltd will be responsible for marketing and promoting the brand. 

Worthy Park Estate’s Director & Distillery Manager, Gordon Clarke, has stated that “Worthy Park commissioned a brand new state-of-the-art distillery in July 2005 and since then we have been exporting both unaged and aged rums in bulk. We are now entering the over proof rum category which enjoys very good sales volume in the Jamaican market.” He also added, “Red Stripe would be the best distributor for this product, and having an over proof rum would compliment the spirits portfolio now being offered by Red Stripe. Worthy Park has made rum as far back as 1741 and “Rum-Bar” Rum is the first branded product to be released by the Estate.”

Red Stripe expressed its delight with the new developments, which will increase the strength and efficiency of its recently launched spirits distribution system. On February 2007, Red Stripe undertook the distribution of certain spirits brands in Jamaica owned by Red Stripe’s parent company, Diageo plc, including Johnnie Walker, Smirnoff and Baileys.
Mark McKenzie, Managing Director, Red Stripe added, “The strength of our marketing and distribution capabilities has distinguished Red Stripe as a market leader in the total beverage alcohol business, and “Rum-Bar” Rum is a great addition to our spirits portfolio.”  
-ends-
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Gordon Clarke, Worthy Park Estate Ltd. Tel # 903-6103

Maxine Whittingham, Red Stripe. Tel # 514-2047
Notes to Editors:
About Red Stripe:

Red Stripe lager beer is brewed and bottled by Desnoes and Geddes Ltd. which trades as Red Stripe, “the World’s Coolest Beer Company.”  Diageo owns the majority stake in the Red Stripe Company, and so lists the Great Jamaican Beer among its portfolio of premium alcohol brands.  Red Stripe was first brewed in Jamaica in 1928.  It is also brewed in Antigua and the UK under license, and is now available in some 20 markets around the world.  The flagship brand of the World’s Coolest Beer Company, headquartered in Kingston, Jamaica, Red Stripe has earned the distinction of having some 11 Monde Selection Gold Medals to its credit among numerous other awards.  Red Stripe, Red Stripe Light and associated logos are trademarks.

About Worthy Park Estate:

Since 1670 three families including the present proprietors have owned Worthy Park. The Clarke Family acquired the Estate in 1918 and since that time it has always been owner-operated and managed. Currently Worthy Park is 3,600 hectares, mills 210,000 tonnes of cane annually of which 105,000 tonnes is produced by the Estate with an average annual sugar production of 24,000 tonnes and 7,000 tonnes of molasses. The Estate produces sugar cane at 85 tonnes per hectare and 10 tonnes of sugar per hectare. The Worthy Park Sugar Factory’s efficiency has been rated No. 1 in Jamaica every year since 1968.
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